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(From the Visitor’s Book) ~

Swami Kamalasthananda Maharaj visited to our school
on 09.06.2025 to give a talk on “Value Education &
Personality Development”.
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"Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest,
g Ly

Some Cromwell guiltless of his country’s blood."
— Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard
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The Mysterious Bus

Ayushi Bhowmick
Class - VII

Goes Past the rows of Eucalyptus,
The mysterious bus

12 O’clock is now the time,

And slowly the night begins to shine.
The ‘white shadows’ now starts to
wandet,

From one place to the other.

All the spirits are now awake,

abd they’ll be roaming till the day break
day.

In everyone’s door, they’ll be knocking,
just think once again,

Isn’t it haunting?
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Success

Patatri Rudra
Class - VII

No matter what they say,

Even if itis alazy day

You keep on studying,

You keep on working hard,

And only then you will reach your goal.

No matter if you become tired.

No matter if you lose

You still have another chance to choose.

Just never give up on your goals and
dreams,

Just forget how difficult it seems,

And you’ll get a good result.

It will be a great pleasure.

This will be a day of your success,

Just you’ll hve to follow the whole

process.
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Examination

Patrali Rudra
Class - VII

For me exam is always a fear,

Seven days left and all is unclear!

Six days left when time is not long,

Five days left when I'm listening to with a song]
Four days left when I start history,

Three days left when much is mystery!

Two days left when I'm with Diagram,

One day is left when I’'m malfunctioning in Program!
Two hours left when I feel my head reeling
Finally the time comes when I receive my paper.
All'T feel is my heart and blood going like a creeper!
Forty minutes pass, I write what I know,

Twenty minutes pass and I remember very few!
Ten minutes there, my heart beats fast,

Five minutes there, that moment won’t last!
Finally the bell rings, my paper done.

My exam is over, the fear is gonel!

I smile wide, feeling so free,

no more stress, just victory!

As I check with my book I see,

Every word right, just perfectly!
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The Song of Nature

Adrija Bandyopadhyay
Class - VIII

The morning sun on hills so high,
spreads golden light across the sky.
The whispering wind through dancing trees,

carries the scent of blooms with ease.

The river hums a gentle song,
Its water rushing swift and strong.
It carves the earth in curves so free,

A timeless path to meet the sea.

The mountains stand in silent grace,
with snowy peaks the clouds embrace,
Their enchoes tell of years gone by,
Beneath the watchful, endless sky.

The stars awaken, soft and bright,
A thousand lanterns in the night.
They twinkle, wink and softly gleam,

Like scattered pearls upon a dream.
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Adventure Story : The Journey of an Alchemist

An Alchemist is a person who has the
ability to turn metals into gold. Of course
this power is not god-gifted. He goes
through a series of adventures. These
Alchemists do not belong to the wealthy
state of the society.

A normal shepherd with his twenty
sheeps started his journey towards the
almighty Egyptian Pyramids. He sold his
sheeps, worked in a crystal shop. His
hardwork and honesty earned him the orbs
of truth. These helped him to travel across
Europe. In his journey he earned money,
but also lost some; he tried things he could
have never thought of, but most
importantly he gained a true companion
in his journey. He travelled by the Atlantic
Ocean to Africa. The harsh climate made
the journey tough. The shepherd, Lucian
had to sacrifice his sheeps in order to cope
up with hunger; through the journey his
true companions and friends in the sheeps
were no more. The orbs of truth denied
to repair his fate. The crisis continued.
Days passed by, the shepherd helped many
residents of the caravan. He gave up on
his food to feed the little ones in the
Caravan. The orbs of truth again believed

4

Ayanjit Saha
Class - X

him. His destiny, his sacrifices lead him to
a real Alchemist, one he had never seen in
his life. They travelled across the Great
Pyramids with his new mentor on
horseback. His old companion was
separatd earlier; Lucian found him in an
oasis. The oasis where he found his love
of life, Fatima, the oasis where he came
to rest but forgot to continue his journey
towards his treasure, the Pyramids. Days
passed on, the happy life of the shepherd
continued. One day his old companion
came to his house. The Alchemist who
had resided with him in hte the oasis, who
taught him the lesson of alchemy had
passed away. Lucian being heartbroken,
made a last attempt to find the treasure
of which he dreamt for nights. The
treasure was nowhere to be found. He lost
his dear wife in a tragic attack on the
residents of the oasis.

His precious objects of life were no
more; neither were his dear friends nor
family. The question remains : “Why was
he unable to find the treasure?” Maybe to
answer this question a rebel also murdered
him on a mounlit night.
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The Fine Creature

“This creature is so huge that it can’t
fit in this small area” said John, looking
out of the window of the lab. Camilla,
who was watching the movement of the
creature, replied, “We have a big area. This
creature can fit in here easily’

John and Camilla, who were the fa-
mous geo-scientists of U.S.A., wanted to
bring the dinosaur back to life. So, they
selected a giant dinosaur to do experiment
on it. It was not so long that they started
the experiment. They became successful
and they were trying to make it bigger. It
was captivated in a cage.

Their lab was big, situated in an is-
land, which was away from the human eye.
On a bright morning, John and Camilla
along with their whole team, were observ-
ing the dinosaur for further experiment.
At that time, they found something un-
usual.

One of the team members, Prof.
Chen was on the duty of feeding the crea-
ture. Needless to say, he was trying to feed

the dinosaur by an automatic machine. But
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after holding the food for almost two
hours, it did not come out.

At this moment, ‘John said, “What if
the creature has fled already?” “It can’t run
away from its cage. The cage is literally
made up of electric wire.” said Camilla, in
a furious tone. At this time, Prof. Chen
suggested that they should go there and
see what had happened of it.

John and Prof. Chen went out. At that
time, Camilla understood that the creature
had not run away, but it was somewhere
in an island, which was outside of their
view. No sooner did Camilla call John than
he could feel the strong movement of hot
air behind him.

They could feel the presence of
someone bigger, behind them. Just in this
moment, they turned away and saw that
the big, furious, bloody dinosoaur was
standing in front of them.

“RUN!!”, said Prof. Chen.

They started running through woods
and jungles. It was their misfortune that

the rain had started to pour nowhere. The
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dinosaur was indeed so big that it could
easily catch them. Running for about half
an hour, John and Prof. Chen took shel-
ter in a cave. They felt helpless.

“What should we do now??” asked
Prof. Chen.

‘At first, we have to find a way to reach
our lab or we will be killed” replied John,
in a whispering tone.

Through the big branches, grass,
woods, they ran with bated breath. But,
they came face to face with the dinosaur.
This time they had no way to run. De-
spite this terrible situation, John picked a
dead rat and threw it at the dinosour. But
it showed no interest in that fleshy treat.

“We don’t have much time!l”, said
John.

*

“We can’t die like this. I want to see
my daughter, for the last time,” said Prof.
Chen.

“Stop being emotional, Chen!”, said
John in a disgusting manner.

At that moment, the dinosaur went
crazy and it smashed John with its big,
thorny tail. John was unable to move an
inch.

Fortunately, Prof. Chen found an
electric shocker to make it unconscious.
He used it on the dinosaur from behind.
As soon as, it was applied on the dino-
saur, it fainted quickly.

After that, Prof. Chen lifted John up
and took him to the lab.

,—------------------------------\
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Distraction By Mobiles In Human Life

Last week, one night, I had a strange

dream. In my dream, I saw a book and a

mobile talking together. They were

speaking about something. Their

conversation went like this :

Book:

Mobile :

Book:

Mobile :

Book:

Hello! Mobile, what are you
doing now?

Oh! Book, I am attracting these
people who are fond of me.
And what is your advantage and
what is your disadvantage also?
I am stealing their intelligence
and after that they become
stupid and lazy. These are my
And

disadvantage is, as I am working

advantages. my
for a long time, the charge of
my battery run sout quickly.

I am surprised to hear your
advantages. You can’t steal

other’s intelligence.

Baisakhi Mondal
Class - VI
Mobile : You are envying my work. By

Book:

Mobile :
Book:
Mobile :

Book:

the way, what is your advantage
and disadvantage from your
work?

By reading me, people become
wise. I increase their
intelligence.

Seriously!!!

Yes, my friend.

Sorry, my friend. I always
that 1

everything. Without me, the

understand am
lives of people are miserable.

Actually, the opposite will be
true. Without proper uses of

you, lives of people are at stake.

Then in the morning, I was called by

my mother for tuition. After I woke up, I

realized that misuse of mobile can make

us stupid and lazy. Mobiles can distract us

from our goal of life.
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The Secret Temple

Meenakshi : “Rohan! Where are you?
We are getting late. Let’s go.”

Meenakshi and Rohan were siblings
who lived in Mumbai for their studies. It
was a long time since they had meet their
parents. It was their sister’s marriage so
they were going to their village.

Rohan : Wait didi, I am coming. [He
took his car keys and left.]

Meenakshi : Let’s go now! We have
to come back today. They have to travel
for 3 hours to go to their village. So, they
left their house at 6 pm. There was a jungle
on their way. The jungle was totally dark
by 6 pm. They arrived at their village at 9
pm. Their mother hugged them and
Rohini (their sister) was too happy to see
them. After attending her marriage they
left at midnight for Mumbai. Their mother
tried to stop them but they had an
important lecture next day in their college.

It was 1 pm when they were crossing
the jungle. Suddenly, their car stopped and
it was not starting again. They got off the
car. The place was totally silent only; there
was the sound of the wind.

Meenakhi : Rohan! Are you sure that
we haven’t lost our way?

Rohan : I don’t know. Here is no
signal also. The GPS is not working,

4
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Meenakshi : Rohini!l See there is a
temple. Let’s go there and see. I think we
can get help from there.

In the jungle Meenakshi saw a temple.
It looked too old but still they went inside
1t.

Rohan : Hello! Is anyone there?

Meenakshi : Rohan, look, there is
door behind the statue of Maa Kali. Let’s
see if anyone is inside it.

[They opened the door and entered
the room]

Next Morning :

A farmer was going towards his field.
Suddenly, he noticed that someone was
crying from behind the bush. He went to
see who was crying, He saw that Rohan
was crying like a mental patient and
Meenakshi was lying liveless on the
ground. Suddenly, Rohan’s phone started
ringing. It was his mother. The farmer
picked the phone and told her about their
condition. She came running there. When
she reached there a priest who had come
there on hearing of the death told her that
almost 100 years ago there was a great fire
in the temple. After that incident whoever
had entered the temple died or went
insane. No one knows what happened to
them inside the temple.
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A mysterious piece
Abhipsha Bhattacharjee

The incident which I am going to
desribe today is an incident which
happened about few months ago. I
remember the date; it was 4th November.
Me and my friends decided to roam
around the city and spend a quality time.
As it was winter season, our parents told
us to return home before evening.
Accordingly, we gathered in the
playground near our home to start the
journey. In our group there were five
members — me, Raya, Rishi, Puja and
Soumo. We departed in the morning at 8
am bicycle. While travelling, we changed
our decision and planned to do something
new and interesting, But Riya and Soumo
disagreed. They were frightened to do
adventure. Then rest of us pursuaded
them for the adventure. Afterwards, we
made up our mind to go to the nearby
famous building of our city which has an
eerie atmosphere. There were many
incidents. Many people who started their
journey for the building never arrived there

and were lost on the way.
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Being influenced by these incidents,
we again started our journey for the
building. On the way, we named the
building ‘A mysterious piece.” After
covering about 3 km, Soumo’s cycle
punctured. There was no cycle repairing
shop, so we decided to keep his cycle aside
and continue the journey. Soumo would
take his cycle back when we would return
then.

Soumo sat on Rishi’s cycle and we
reached the distance which was 1 km far
away from ‘A mysterious piece’. We had
an inderscribable feeling as we were slowly
reaching the building. On the way, an old
man told us about the history of the
building. He told that it was an house of a
rich businessman who lived happily with
his family. But suddenly, two of his sons
died and their business collapsed in the
same year. They left the house and offered
it for rent. But the tenants who came to
live there faced many difficulties and left
the building. From that day, no one went
there without any purpose. By hearing
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these we became more interested to reach
there. Few unpredictable incidents
happened. Certainly, the weather
deteriorated leading to thunderstorm.
Later, the weather improved; two of our
group members fell ill. But, we didn’t give
up. We still continued our journey. And
finally the moment came, we reached the
building, Actually if you want something
by heart, no one can let you stop from
achieving it. But, the actual adventure
happened after knocking at the door. We
found the door open. When we went in
we saw a well-maintained house. We were
astonished by its beauty. How can a
deserted house be so impeccably

maintained?

“TC AR, GIRCAF AICHT IC AL S0,
SIS AL =T /4017

*

When we were leaving the house, we
found the door locked. We became tense
and shouted very much but no one was
there to help us. We became helpless and
we saw that it was evening, After 3-4 hours
(according to our assumption) few people
rescued us from there. After we regained
our sense, we found ourselves in Riya’s
house. Our parents were around us. They
were very anxious. Then, we asked them
about what had happened to us. They gave
no answer and told us not to go anywhere
again without elders. We realised
something serious had happed but got no
true answers. From that day, we never went
anywhere witout elders. But still I want to
know, “What had happened that night?”

— O b ]
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Adventure of twenty nights

It was 7 O’clock, and we all were lying
on the gound a midst confusion. We were
not sure we were alive or dead. We could
hear the growl of the wild beasts. I could
not feel the morning time because there
was not a little amount of strength. A
group of school friends had decided to
go to picnic in a river side farmhouse of
one of our friends. We were frustated by
the daily boring life style. So we planned
for the picnic and went on a Saturday
afternoon. We approached there and
started to feel the free-independent life-
style. But suddenly the sky looked
threatening and a heavy torrential rainfall
started. We all were staying in the farm
house and we felt that the storm was
hunting the house and within a moment
the roof of the house flew away and we
all fell into the strong river streams. After
that we were there and we did not know
where we were. We only found ourselves
on an island. After 3 days of roaming
around and in search of help we were lying
on the ground. Like this the morning was
spent. Again for our food we were
roaming here and there because we had
not a single piece of food with us. We were
wandering here and there. Suddenly, we
came face to face with a Jaguar; for a
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moment we felt that our spirit had left our
body. But by the blessing of God, we all
were still alive. But we had no food.

Like the primitive people we were
dwelling in a cave and we lighted fire by
striking stones with each other. At every
night pack of wolves waited at the
entrance of the cave for making us their
meal. Every night was like the last night.
We feared we would not see the sunrise
again. After 9 days we lost the measure of
time and waited for anyone to come to
rescue us. When some of us climbed up
the tree for collecting fruit, we had also
encountered a python. The nights were
drooping down on us as darkness. While
climbing up the mountain terrace one of
us slipped, and we were in trouble. Thus
we spent 17 days without the hope of
survival. The toughest moment for us
came when we were panting for fresh
water. It was the only and single way for
our survival. Among these difficulties our
main intention was fulfilled. We tasted the
joy of freedom. The night became more
beautiful. And after twenty days some
policeman found out our location and
rescued us. But we will never forget the
20 days of adventure.
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The little maid

Some days ago, I left from my
previous rented house. My home was in
Bankimnagar. I had a very memorable
event in the home. My room was on the
Ist floor. A very breathtaking view was
experienced from my little balcony of my
room. Many trees, known or unknown,
enclosed the house. There was a small
home near my rented house. A little girl
came to visit her grandparents during the
winter holidays of her school. The girl
didn’t get any friends in her grandparents’
house to spend her time with. As I lived
in my room alone, she came to me. We
spent the time joyfully, with many talks
about each other. The gir]l was a simple
rustic girl. She stayed there for only twelve
days. The days were passing quickly.
Sometimes she came to my balcony
without informing me. She stared at the

garden from the balcony. Probably she was
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a six or seven-year-old maid. We had a very
good bonding between ourselves. On the
last day before she returned home, she
came to visit me and told me bye. We both
became emotional and cuddled. We both
knew that we would not meet each other
again. As I would be leaving the house in
January, she told me she would come here
next year. But I knew I would not meet
her again. She then got into a taxi with
her grandfather. From the taxi also she
started at me and nodded her head. I told
her in a loud voice that she might come
to the balcony when I would not be there.
Then she left.

Afterwards, I lived in that home for
about twenty days. Then, for the
completion of studies, I returned to my
own house. I knew I would not have a
chance to go there. But the friendship of

the soul will last for my lifetime.
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Room No Thirteen

On a bright sunny morning. I was
taking tea in my apartment. I felt very free
because I had no work in my office. Just
then, my friend and my assistant
Soumyadeep called me. “Savyasachi, I
have planned a trip to Mirik today evening,
I know you are free, so you have to join
me. I will pick you up from your
apartment.” — he stated. He passed me
the information so quickly that I did not
get any scope to say anything.

We left for Mirik at about 5:30 p.m.
Soumya was driving very cautiously. After
reaching a certain distance, we found a
crowd of people looking down the steep
ridge of the mountain. We parked our
bikes, and went towards the crowd. After
getting closer to the crowd, we found an
angry group of people surrounding Mr.
varma — a police officer. Looking at me,
he put his steps forward. From him we
came to know that a stranger had
committed suicide by falling into the ridge.
And the most mysterious thing is that he

was wearing a casual dress as if he had
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committed suicide just after waking from
his sleep. The local people were
considering that the stranger might have
been influenced by “Dano” or ghost.
Being a detective, I did not believe in this.
I decided to investigate this incident.

While we were in the Mirik police
station and were talking to Mr. Varma,
suddenly a person entered the police
station. “Sir, I have to inform you of
something, It’s very private —” Before he
could finish his words, a bullet hit his
forehead and on the spot he died.

We got to know that he worked as a
waiter in the hotel “Mount Star” and had
given up his work one year before. Earlier,
we had been informed that the stranger
(who had committed suicide) and uttered
the word “room no. 13”. After getting this
information we searched for the room no
13 of every hotel. But we heard that the
“Mount Star” hotel had no 13 numbered
room. I thus started to investigate the
hotel “Mount Star”.

“Soumya, you have to get ready
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immediately with the full police force.
Remember a single delay would destroy
my life.”” — I alerted soumy while going
forward to the hotel Mount Star. “Don’t
worty, Saumasachi. No one can even touch
you while I’'m there,” he answered in a
robust voice.

As I entered the hotel reception
disguised as Jagabandhu Sadhukha, the
receptionist, asked — “From where are
you coming?” “I am a businessman. While
coming to Darjeeling my car punctured
and I got stuck.” I firmly replied.

“Ok, Your room no is 7 on the 2nd
floor.” — the receptionist handed the key
to me.

Before I would step into my room,
the receptionist said — “Mzr. Jagabandhu
Sadhukha, your close friend Mr. Patil is
waiting for you. Can you please comer”

“My close friend?” — I surprisingly
asked him.

*

*

“Yes. Can you please come to room
no. 132”

“Room No. 13?” I immediately went
with him.

As I entered the room, I found no
one inside. Before I could realise anything,
a strong smell of chloroform entered into
my nose and I became unconscious.

When I opened my eyes, I found
myself in a surgical room. The doctor told
me with a cruel smile, “Mr. Sadhukha,
today, your kidneys will be sold abroad for
a very good price. We have conducted so
many operations, but yesterday night the
person escaped from the bed and
committed suicide. Before we get arrested
by the police we want your kidneys to fly
away — . In the middle of his words my
true assitant Soumya entered the room
with a gun — “Hands up. Mr. Sharma.
You are arrested. We arrested a group of
kidney smugglers that night, and the hotel

was sealed.

— Jobm Lennon
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My first visit to Assam

When I was a little girl I heard a lot
of stories about Assam from my
grandmother. I had a wish to visit Assam.
At last the day came for my first visit to
Assam. I got an invitation from Assam.
The invitation was from my aunty for a
wedding ceremony. On 20th February, I
boarded the Kamrup Express with my
family from Bandel Jn. The journey was
very exciting. On the way I saw the Farakka
Barrage and the beautiful scenery of
North Bengal. There we crossed
Mahananda, Tista, Torsha, Jaldhaka and
many more rives. I had never enjoyed such
a long journey. On 22nd February
morning, at 3:00 am we reached the New
Tinsukia Sation. My grandfather warmly
received us. Their house is a British
bungalow. I came to know from my
grandfather that once upon a time a British
lived in the bungalow when they ruled
India. I was excited to know that leopard
lived in the tea garden. But unfortunately
I did not see any leopard. I saw a factory
in the tea garden where tea leaves are
processed. On that day there was a sangeet
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party. I performed a folk dance of West
Bengal. I enjoyed many Assamese rituals.
On 25 the February I attended the
wedding and the wedding ceremony was
grand. I stayed and visited some of my
relatives’ house. I saw Dhola-sadiya
Bridge, which is known as Bhupen
Hazarika Setu. It connects Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh and I also visited the
Asia’s second longest railboard bridge. The
Bogibeel bridge over Brahma Putra River.
I visited the Asia’s oldest oil Refinery, The
Digboi oil Refinery. On the way I saw lots
of Tea estate and then I came to know
that Assam is called the Tea Basket of
India. On 27th February I went to the
Mohan Bari Airport at Dibrugarh and
Dibrugarh University. The university
campus is very beautiful. In Assam I wore
their traditional dress “Mekhla”, some
Assamese jewellery and I bought a “Thap?’,
which is used in Bihu dance. On 1st March
at 8:40 pm we boarded The Kamrup
Express in New Tinsukia Jn. and on 3rd
March at 3:00 am we reached Bandel Jn. I
enjoyed the trip very much.
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The Mysterious Bermuda Triangle

During the time of 1780’ a moonlit
night, a pirate ship was sailing in the ocean.
When it went to the middle of the ocean
a pirate on the ship found a beautiful
woman who seemed to him to be
drawning, So to rescue her the pirate took
his net and threw it into the ocean. When
he took up his net he saw that it was not a
woman. It was a mermaid. The pirate was
very surprised to see the mermaid. He
never thought that he would find a
mermaid instead of jewels and gold. So
after seeing the mermaid he thought of
taking it along with him. But the mermaid
told him not to take her away. Instead of
that she would take the pirate to a land
full of golds and jewels. Then the pirate
agreed but now the question was how he
would go under the water. The mermaid
said that she would give him a candy to
eat. With that help he could breathe and
stay alive under water. The pirate agreed,
ate the candy and went under water with
the mermaid. After some time they both
reached the land which was full of gold
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and jewels. The pirate took gold and jewels
from that land as much as possible and
started his journey to return to his boat.
When he reached the surface of the ocean
he saw that a school of mermaids had
surrounded his ship to destroy it. He was
very surprised and told the mermaid to
help him. But the mermaid refused and
she joined the other mermaids. The pirate
understood that they were not mermaids;
they were sirens. The sirens who took the
pirate under water now forced the pirate
to go with them. But the pirate refused
and tried his best to escape from them.
After swimming for some time he saw
another ship in the ocean. The pirate
approached it and requested the captain
of the ship to help him. In return he would
give them some part of the gold and jewels
which he got from the sirens. The sailor
was not accepting the offer at first but
accepted it after some time to help the
pirate. When the pirate came on to the
ship the sailor and others on the ship
forced the pirate to give all his gold and
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jewels. The pirate got an idea to rescue
himself from them. He carried the golds
and jewels in a bag. So he started to throw
the bags into the ocean from the ship. The
sailor and others thought that the bags
contained gold and jewels. So they all
jumped into the ocean to collect them. But
they found that it was their bags which
they carried in the ship. They understood
that the pirate cheated them and they all
were drowned into the ocean. On the
other hand the pirate was successful to get

golds and jewels from the sirens and to

*

get the ship from the sailor to return to
his home. Before returning the pirate
searched in the ship for something useful.
He found a map. It was the map of that
part of the ocean where he found the
sirens and that land of gold and jewels.
From that map he came to know that the
name of the land was ‘Bermuda Triangle’
and the area was full of sirens. He realized
that he was lucky as he was successful in
his escape from he sirens. The pirate had
an adventure which changed his life in a

way which he never conceived.
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Mahakumbh Yatra

It’s 2025, the year of the greatest
Kumbh Mela, which comes once in 144
years, the “Mahakumbh Mela”.

The last mela was held in 1881, which
again now came in 2025, after 144 years.
So, it is a historical event for our
generation.

The mela had started on 31st of
January. And we had decided to visit the
place and to get the vibe of that historical
event with my own eyes.

So, we decided to go to Praygraj along
with our families. The journey had started
from our resident at Shimurali.

At first we took the train and went to
Sealdah station on 2nd February; we took
the train from Sealdah station to Praygraj
(Allahabad).

It took 4 days and 3 nights to reach
our destination. The journey was very
amazing as we enjoyed the route from
inside the train.

Our team included my family, and my
friend Ram’ family. And we spent our
time in the train by talking and gossiping
with each other and hearing stories from
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our mothers and playing games.

We reached our destination on 6th
February. As we were very tired on that
day, we checked into a hotel to take rest
for that very day. And decided to visit
every place.

7th Febeuary - On that day we went
to visit the main mela part of the
Mahakumbha Mela.

In the Mela area we found many
babas and monks sitting in a place and
performing meditation in that, poweful
historical place. And we found many food
stalls there and the place was full of crowd.
And we visited each and every corner of
that Mela.

And we enjoyed a lot with the
chanting of ‘Har Har Mahadev’.

And we returned to our hotel on that
day after a long journey through that
crowded mela.

On 8th February - we went to visit
the temples and historical sites of that
place. At first we went to the Bholanath
Temple where people were singing
Bhajans and the crowd was fully enjoying
them from outside the temple. Then we
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went to other different temples and
enjoyed ourselves a lot. Me and my friend
Ram were busy taking photographs. And
our families were enjoying the Bhajans in
the Temples. And after that we went to
our hotel with the chanting of “Har Har
Mahadev”.

9th February - The day was very
special as we heard from our hotel
manager that there was a very good flow
of water today in the Ganga river offering
the best time to take a bath there. So, we
guys went to take a bath there.

While taking the Mahakumbh bath in
the river, we witnessed a very historical
event there. A group of Himalayan monks
were performing “Tandav dance’ there.

*

*

The dance was very good and genrating
power and ‘Bhakti’ to our Mahakubha’.

After watching the dance, we were
very pleased that we had witnessed this
historical event.

10th February - It’s the last day for us
in the Mahakumbh. At first we again took
a view of this religious place and prayed
to the Shivji and took His blessings. Then
we packed our bags and felt sad to leave
the place. Then we went to the station and
took the train to return.

We enjoyed ourselves a lot there, and
telt proud to be the part of this event and
our future generations will also be proud
to listen to the story of the Great
Mahakumbh. It was a once-in-a-life time

experience.
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Human Civilization & Space
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B  Human civilization and space :

Humans have always been very
curious about the space. This has been
reflected by the continuous endeavour in
solving the mysteries of space. Some
notable contributors are Ptolemy, Nicolaus
Copernnicus, Galilieo Galilei, Sir Isaac
Newton, Stephen Hawking etc. Humans
also invented many things to discover
more about space.

For e.g. —

Rockets, satellites, rovers

Astronauts are people who have been
trained to fly into space. The first astronaut
to go to the space is Yuri Alekseyevich
Gagarin. He became the first man to go
to the space on 12th April, 1961. He also
became the first astronaut to orbit Earth.
Some other famous astronauts are —
Neil Armstrong : He was the first human
to walk on the moon in
19609.
He was the second
human to walk on the
moon in 1969.
Valentina Tereshkova : The first woman in
space Soviet
Velentina Tereshkova.
He the first

American and second

Buzz Aldrin :

was

Alan Shepard :

was
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person in space. He was
launched his mission
on 5th May, 1961.

The first Indian to go
to the space. He
launched his mission
on April 3, 1984.

The first Indian woman
to travel to the space.
She launched her
mission on November
19, 1997.

He was the first Asian
(Vietnames) in space.
He launched his
mission on July 23,
1980.

Sunita Williams stayed
on the International
space Station (ISS). She
returned to Earth after
motre than 9 months
because of some
technical issues with
the Boeing starliner
Capsule that
supposed to return
them to Earth. That’s
why the 8-days mission
turned to 9 month stay

was
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in space. She had
launched her mission
on 5th June 2024 and
retuned on 18th March
2025. Her father,
Deepak Pandya, is a
citizen of Gujrat, India
and mother, Ursuline
Bonnie Zalokar, is a
citizen of America.

In a nutshell, ever since the very
beginning of the human race, space with
its infinite vastness and unfathomable
mysteries has been a treasure trove for
human curiosity, dream and imagination.
When we watch the starlit night sky, we

*

find ourselves very easily lost amongst the
stars and continue seeking answers what
is beyond — how far can we go — how far
can we imagine. That’s the moment when
we realise how small and how insignificant
we really are. Space is way bigger than the
power of human imagination. It’s true that
we are now technologically advanced —we
are able to send spaceships to other planets
— modern physics and space science have
been able to find out answers to some very
important fundamental mysteries — but
considering the vatness of space, all these
are only the tip of iceberg. And arguably
space will continue to fascinate mankind
till the day it ceases to exit.
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From Rajgir to Bodh Gaya

Much to my pleasant surprise, from
a close friend of mine came the proposal
to visit Rajgir and Bodh Gaya at a time
when I became very curious about the
places after reading The Light of Asia by
Sir Edwin Arnold and the article on The
Buddha in Encyclopedia Britannica. I
readily agreed. We, a two-family group,
went out on a package tour. It was a
pleasant evening of March. We set out for
Naihati. At 8.45 we boarded KOAA
PNBE EXPRESS (13131) and the next
morning at 8.15 got off at Bakhtiyarpur
Jn. Our travel agent arranged for a car to
take us to Rajgir. It is a 51-km drive.

Rajgir and Bodh Gaya have a close
association with the life of the Buddha
Gautama. Siddhartha, touched by the
suffering of humanity and out of
compassion for the world, left home in
search for a solution to the problem of
suffering. As an ascetic, Gautama went
south, where centres of learning and
spiritual discipline flourished, and arrived

at Rajagaha (modern Rajgir), the capital

4

Subir Kr Saha

Teacher (alumnus)

of the Magadaha kingdom. Bimbisara, the
king of Magadaha, was impressed by the
handsome appearance and the serene
personality of this strange ascetic and
visited him when he was seated at the foot
of a hill. The king, after he had discovered
that the ascetic was a former prince,
offered him every comfort and suggested
that he should stay with him to share his
kingdom. Gautama, however , rejected the
king’s offer. But he agreed to visit Rajagaha
again after his Enlightenment.
Travelling through the Magadha
country, Gautama arrived at a village,
called Senanigama, near Uruvela.
Gautama’s real struggle in his search for
the truth began at Uruvela. Here, for
neatly six years, he practised various forms
of severe austerities and extreme self-
He the

Enlightenment , or Awakening under an

mortifications. attained
assattha tree, now known as bodhi tree at
the age of 35. The place is now called
Buddh Gaya, or Bodh Gaya.

From Uruvela the Buddha went to
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Rajagaha, fulfilling his promise to visit
King Bimbisara after his Enlightenment.
A large number of people, including the
king, became his disciples. The king
offered his park, Venuvana, as a monastery
site to the Buddha and his order.

We checked into a swanky hotel. We
freshened up and took breakfast. We had
a tight itinerary. After lunch we went
sightseeing in and around Rajgir
surrounded by five hills- Ratnagiri,
Vipulachal, Vaibhargiri, Udaygiri and
Songiri.

We took two gorgeously decorated
horse-drawn carriages which dominate
local transport for tourists. Our
destination was Ratnagiri Hills. The clutter
of the hooves and the jingle of the harness
bells combined to make a charming piece
of music. We stopped by Jayprakash
Garden. It was a luxuriant garden with a
riot of colour displayed by boung vellia
(bagan vilash). It refreshed us to continue
the ride, braving the blazing sun.

We arrived at the spot to experience
the thrill of a ride on Aerial Ropeway. We,
with bated breath, settlled in the running
chairs . We perched on the hilltop, where
stands imposing Vishwa Shanti Stupa,
which is 125 ft in height and 144 ft in

4

*

*

diameter. Its dome is 72 ft in diameter.
The stupa built of marble has four
gleaming satues of the Buddha on its four
corners. It offers a haven of peace and
serenity away from the bustle of city life.

Next we went to Brahma Kund to
experience hot spring water. With nightfall
the city began to dazzle with lights. To
make the most of the day, we rode to
Veerayatan Museum. It is a fascinating
Jaina museum showecasing the history of
each of 24 Tirthakaras. It features ornate
dollhouse-like 3D panel depictions made
of wood and metal.

We got Pandu Pokhar as true
serendipity . It is an amusement park
offering a wide range of experiences for
all age groups. It has an idyllic atmosphere.
At dusk the display of colourful fountains
enhances the beauty of the park. The lake
with limpid water runs along the foot of
a hill, creating a breathtaking landscape.

Our second day’s outing began with
morning walk in Venu Van- a park with a
difference. We took breakfast and set out
for Pawapuri, which is famous for
Jalmandir. This is the holy place where
Lord Mahavira, the 24th and last
Tirthankara attained salvation. The

present temple made of marble in the
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middle of a lake full of lotuses and
approached through arch type main gate
and a long bridge made of red sandstone
is a superb work of art. Various species
of birds inhabit the lake, but lesser
whistling ducks dominate it.

The sun was blazing down from a
clear blue sky, but it could not dampen
our enthusiasm for the ruins of Nalanda
Mahavihara. It is a UNESCO world
heritage site. There are ruins of
monasteries of the traditional Indian
design- oblong brick structures with cells
opening into four sides of a courtyard. In
front of the monasteries stand a row of
larger shrines, or stupas, in brick or plaster.
Sariputta stupa is the most iconic of
Nalanda’s structures with its multiple
flights of stairs that lead all the way to the
top. A museum at Naland houses many
of the treasures found in the excavations.

We ended our Rajgir tour with
trekking up Vipulachal, which houses an
imposing Jaina temple with a spiral iron
staircase resembling the Kali temple in
Borra Caves in Vizag,

Our second place of stay on our
itinerary was Bodh Gaya. We fell in love
with the town at first sight. It is dotted

4
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with Buddhist temples and shrines. An
uncanny serenity charged my whole being
as I entered the imposing Mahabodhi
(Mahavihara) Temple. The image of the
Buddha is sublimely adorned. It was
teeming with monks. Bodhi Tree is an
object of worship. Gautama attained
Buddhohood in the year 623 B.C. on the
Vaisakha full moon day sitting under this
peepul tree. There are luxuriant gardens
which are a blaze of colour. A scented
breeze pervades the temple premises. One
of the delights of visting the temple after
sundown is the Butter Lamp House. We
were fortunate to enjoy the sight of a
multitude of gleaming lamps in the glass
house in the evening,

Watthai, Palyul Namdroling Temple
and The Great Buddha Statue are worth
visiting, The 80 ft tall statue of the Buddha
with his 10 chief disciples in the open air
brought to mind the 169 ft bronze statue
of the Buddha that I had visited in
Thimpu, Bhutan.

I left Bodh Gaya with an
overwhelming desire to visit Sarnath at the
earliest opportunity. That very site where,
according to tradition, the Buddha first

began teaching his followers.
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"This land is your land

This land is my land
Let’s work together
To make it better."
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Trees give, we take — it’s time to give

back
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» School Book Fair — 2024 :
Unlock the Magic of Reading :
A Book Fair Celebration!
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“Celebrating our roots,
Inspiring our Future”
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“Proud to be Indian, Together We
Stand”
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"The Rakhi, a simple thread, holds
deep meaning and heartful wishes."
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» My Bharat Portal Training Programme :

All men make mistakes, but a good
man yields when he knows his
course is wrong, and repairs the
evil.
@2 eif¥rel O SIS zrafes B.B.
College, Asansol 09.05.2038 OIFTY |
ISR RWpleTT (1T Programme Officer
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of¥ = =&« Mr. Vinoy Kumar, Re-
gional Director €<% Mr. Agnimeel Das,
Youth Officer.
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“A clean school is a healthy school™
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» NSS Day - 2024 :

“Celebrating Years of Service,
Inspired by Tomorrow.”
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» Swachhata Hi Seva Programme :

Swachh Home
Swachh Street
Swachh Road
Swachh School
Swachh City
Then

Swachh Bharat
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"Non Co-operation with evil is as
much a duty as is Co-operation with

good"
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» Chakdaha Book Fair Rally :
"A room without books is like a body
without a soul."
— Marcus Tullius Cicera
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“It’s not the will to win that matters —
everyone has that.”
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“The secret of political bargaining is to
look more strong than what you real by are.”
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“On this Republic Day,

Let’s pledge to uphold the values of our
country.”
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“Every drop counts”
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» Exposure visit to the Police Station :

“See the shield, understand the role.”
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